FRENCH  POLITICAL  THOUGHT
Pius XL could not condone indefinitely the^ policy of a party
that preached the perpetuation of international hatreds and
domestic feuds; as an opponent of methods of violence he
had to dissociate the Church from those to whom violent
action was the supreme argument.
Into the history of the last three years we cannot enter here.
Maurras and his friends resisted by every conceivable method:
the Pope was said to be under German influences,1 and the
whole thing was a German plot for the ruin of the only really
patriotic organization in France; the Pope was suffering from
senile decay; the condemnation of the " Action frangaise "
had been the price demanded by the French Government for
the hushing-up of a scandal in which the Papal Nuncio in
Paris was involved; the 1914 condemnation was a forgery, the
invention of German officials at the Vatican: the credulity of
"Action frangaise " supporters was apparently without bounds.2
The only result of such protests was to extend the scope of
the sentence: not only were all the works of Maurras pro-
hibited, but also the very reading and selling of the paper and
membership of the organization, while the sternest disciplinary
measures were taken against defaulters. The Pope felt sure of
his ground; he did not believe the "Action fran^aise " was
strong enough to carry matters to a schism but he took the risk,
and events have so far justified his bold policy: the machinery
which availed against Lamennais and UAvenir availed a century
later against Maurras and L*Action franfaise.
To outsiders the most anxious feature of the crisis lies in
the extraordinary reversals of attitude which we have been
allowed to witness. The most zealous of Ultramontanes denied
the right of the Papacy to interfere in a matter of " French
domestic politics " ; the leaders of clericalism suddenly adopted
an anti-clericalism that would have rejoiced the heart of
+
1  The Papacy was described as so pro-German that it supported not only
the Alsatian Heimatbund and the Austrian Anschluss, but Lutheran Prussia
against Catholic Poland!
2  " Maurras counters every statement of fact with other facts, or alleged
facts, produced like rabbits from a conjurer's hat, out of dossiers in his pos-
session which would appear to be-inexhaustible " (Gwynn, op. cit., p. 170).
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